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1. Introduction  
The purpose of the report is to provide an update to the Health Scrutiny Committee on the 
progress made on developments following the Healthcare For the Future Consultation.

The public consultation was held September to December 2016, with decisions made in 
March 2017. The work around this has now concluded.

2. Community Hospitals

Maryport

The upgraded Maryport Hospital was officially opened in September 2019. The hospital 
underwent a huge renovation project to upgrade the former inpatient unit to a state of the art 
day unit.  The hospital never actually closed with care delivered throughout the renovation work.

On top of its regular clinics the he day hospital now additionally provides:

 Support for patients 7 days a week between 8am and 8pm on the nurse lead unit.
 A transfusion suite with fully reclining chairs, able to accommodate five patients at a time 

for therapies such as blood transfusions and IV antibiotics.
 Potential to expand on the range of IV treatments available in the future.
 Two clinical rooms available for dressings, venepuncture, bladder scanning, 

catheterisation, removal and other minor clinical interventions.
 A 3 bedded ambulatory care assessment bay where patients can receive observations 

and ECG monitoring which will be reviewed by the on call doctor.
 Improved links with the ambulance service who can now refer directly to the day hospital 

through the Hub, reducing unnecessary acute admissions.
 A rehab centre based on site with a well-established team and fully equipped gym 

facilities.

Maryport and Wigton Day Units 

Building on the work at Maryport, there has also been the development of nurse- led day 
services which are also being delivered from a base at Wigton Hospital. It is currently 
running Monday to Friday.



Both Maryport and Wigton Day Units have been absolutely crucial in enabling the 
community teams to deliver a swabbing service for the health and care system in north 
Cumbria. It has been described by regional colleagues as ‘gold standard’. 

This service has enabled us to manage outbreaks within the care sector as well as enabling 
elective surgery and other procedures to be carried out in a timely manner. 

There is also work underway involving the third sector to develop a community health and 
well-being hub at the Wigton Hospital site. 

Alston

Work to progress digital hub underway but delayed by covid and staffing issues, and remains 
under review.

Keswick

Work was completed in Autumn 2019 on a new four bedded ward. It increases the number of 
beds in the unit from 12 to 16.

The work took around eight months to complete and cost around £610,000 of which the League 
of Friends contributed a substantial amount from their funds. It was designed with the input of 
the ward staff.

The ward environment is a bright and airy space with individual televisions for patients and 
feedback from staff, patients and families has all been very positive.

The hospital kitchen has also been refurbished.

Brampton

Brampton hospital opened in July 2020 following a £1m million refurbishment programme, 
extending the capacity to a 16 bedded unit. The inpatient ward had been closed for eight months 
while the work was underway with staff transferred to the Cumberland Infirmary supporting the 
response to covid.

It has provided significantly improved facilities offering better privacy and dignity standards for 
patients with en-suite rooms and more space in each room. There is also a new nurses’ station 
and call system, and overhead hoist to make supporting patients in and out of bed far easier.



There was also improved recruitment with four new registered nurses and a healthcare assistant 
starting at the hospital when it reopened.

The logistics of the ward, the availability of specialist equipment and the layout - giving better 
observation of patients has meant more support can be offered in Brampton.

The Brampton hospital League of Friends contributed around £250,000 towards the funding of 
the renovations.

Penrith

The timing of the work planned for Penrith is being reviewed by all partners in light of the 

impact of covid, and a collective assessment of patient flow and capacity.  A further update 

will be available next year


